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REMAR KS 

Prior to amendment 2-14, and 20-24 were pending in this application. After amendment 
Claims 2-14, and 20-24 are pending in this application. Claims 1,15-19, and 21-24 have been 
canceled, without prejudice. 

Cl aim s Rejecti on - Section 1 12 

Claims 21 , 22, and 24 stand rejected as being indefinite. Claim 21 has been amended to be 
definite. Claims 22 and 24 are cancelled, without prejudice. 

Claims Re jection - Section 102(e) 

Claims 20, 23, and 24 are rejected as being anticipated by Dwycr et al. US PN 6,395,0 17. 

Claim 20 has been amended to recite a locking position of the knob in the handle at a 
transverse slot location where initial unintended deployment of the stent is prevented. Dwycr ct al. 
discloses a transverse slot section that acts as a stop after a section of its stent graft has been 
deployed. No positioning of the transverse slot to act as locking position to prevent unintended 
initiation of deployment is disclosed or suggested. 

Claims 23 and 24 are cancelled without prejudice. 

Claims Reje ction - Section 103(a) 

Claims 2-1 4 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wilson ct al. 
(HP 1025813 A2) in view of Lcnkcr et al. (5,683,451). 

Claim 2, has again been amended to clarify the nature of the recited spacer assembly, 
consistent with the amended specification. It now recites "a channel spacer, extending co axially 
along and in contact with a portio n of the length of said inner shaft hav ing a plurality of channels 
spaced about a circumfer ence said inner shaft and channel spacer combination ..." ■ 

The members with channels shown in the cited prior art do not contain members which can 
reasonably be characterized as a channel spacer , extending coaxi ally along and in contact with a 
ppJlLQJlp/il. 1 .? length of sa id i nner s h aft havin g a plurality of channels spaced about a c ircumference 
said jnner shaft and channel sp acer co m bination , consistent with the present specification. Wilson ct 
al. by Lixamincr's own comments does not contain a channel spacers. Lenkcr, also cited by the 
Hxamincr contains channels in the outer shaft, not a channel assembly which ex tends along and is in 
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contact with the inner shaft to act as an inner shaft and channel spacer combination configured to 
eliminate slack when the inner and outer shafts are moved with respect to each other. 
No new matter has been added. 

Claims Re je ction - Se ction 103(a) 

Claims 21-22 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Wilson ct 
al.(l?P 1025813 A2)in viewofLenker et al. (5,683,451) as applied to claim2 above and furthcrin 
view orDwycr ct al. US PN 6,395,017. 

Claim 21 has been amended, as discussed above. The cited art does not disclose or suggest 
the structure as recited in Claim 21 as amended. Claim 22 has been cancelled without prejudice. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicant believes that claims are patentable for the reasons set forth above, and that the 
application is now in a condition for allowance. Accordingly, a notice of allowance is 
respectfully requested. 

Dated this 19th day of February, 2004. 



Respectfully Submitted, 




Medtronic, Inc. 
3576 Unocal Place 
SanlaRosa, C A. 95403 
(707)566-1888 



Janis Biksa 

Registration No. 33,648 
Attorney for Applicants 
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